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A grass-roots event  of local teachers, by 
local teachers, and for local teachers  

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 

3:00 p.m. ð 6:00 p.m.  

Four Points Sheraton , Leominste r, MA  

 
This Conference is organized by teachers involved in a Massachusetts 
Mathematics and Science Partnership (MMSP - Fitchburg Public Schools, 
Gardner Public Schools, Leominster Public Schools, EduTron Corporation, 
M.I.T., and Fitchburg State College) supported by a grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of Education. 

Conference Chair:     Laureen Cipolla   
 LCipolla@leominster.mec.edu   (978) 534-7700   x309 

 
 Conference logo design: Sara DiPilato w/ Sean Walker 

http://www.edutron.com/I3_Math_Conf/ 

 

Come and connect with fellow 
professionals if youé 
 

¶ feel isolated as an educator, 
connected only to your 
students and grading? 

 

¶ have a bag of tricks (in math) 
to share? 

 

¶ have challenging or oddball 
topics containing good math 
and want to share? 

 

¶ need alternative ideas and 
approaches for removing 
student confusion? 

 

¶ know a fantastic approach, 
book, software, or web-site 
that leads to student success? 

 

¶ wish there were a math 
conference locally so you 
could just pop in after school? 

 

¶ wonder what the analyses of 
student assessments mean? 

 

¶ want time to talk ñmathò with 
colleagues? 
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Conference Program 2006 

 
There are three Sessions: A, X, Y and Z:  
 

 

 

 
 
Session A is for "Science-Fair" 
type presentations to be held in 
Brahms and Beethoven. 
 

  
Sessions X, Y and Z are parallel 
oral presentations to be held in 
Cole Porter, Gershwin, and 
Irving Berlin. 
 

 

 
Session X00 Welcome 
Brahms and 
Beethoven 

  

3:00 ï 3:15   Laureen Cipolla, Conference Chair, Leominster 
  I

3
 Conference Committee and MMSP Planning Team 

 
 
Session X01 YODA Math 
Cole Porter  1-5 
3:20 ï 3:50   Niel Albero, Elm Street School, Gardner 
Oral  Michelle Lattanzio, Elm Street School, Gardner 
  Kathleen Lizotte, Elm Street, Gardner 
  Charlene Cormier, Elm Street School, Gardner 
  Alan Dernalowicz, Elm Street School, Gardner 
  Abstract 

 How do you begin to create a math community for teachers 
in your school?  Use Your Own Districts Assets (YODA)!  
This presentation will describe how one school used their 
own math expertise and began creating a math community 
by holding weekly math sessions after school for all 
teachers who wanted to sharpen their math skills.  You will 
learn how to implement such classes and foster math 
learning among teachers in your school. 

 
 
Session X02 Insider Report: K-12 Education in India, Japan, Kenya, 

and Taiwan  (a panel discussion) 
Cole Porter  K-12 
4::00 ï 4:40   Panel Chair: George Johnston, EduTron, Winchester 
Oral  Andrew Chen, EduTron, Winchester 
  Jacqueline Macharia-Hagan, Luther Burbank Middle 

School, Lancaster 
  Sheila Ravikumar, Methuen High School, Methuen 
  Ravi Ravikumar, Lucent Technologies,  
  Abstract 

 What are learning and teaching like in other parts of the 
world? Come and find out a few things from the panelists. 
They have firsthand experience with the education systems 
in India, Japan, Kenya, and Taiwan. How are teachers 
treated? What are parents like? Do they have high-stake 
tests like MCAS? What do their textbooks look like? Do they 
have SPED? What about learning culture and expectations? 
Bring your own data, information, and questions. We will 
compare notes. 

 
 
Session X03 What Happens After the Initial EduTron Impact?  One 

Attempt to Carry On 
Cole Porter  1-4 
4:50 ï 5:20   Arthur Norman, Reingold Elementary, Fitchburg 
Oral   
  Abstract 

 Anyone who has taken one of the EduTron workshops 
knows exactly what I mean when I say, "EduTron has given 
us all a great model, wonderful experiences, and energy."  
How does a school continue that momentum?   
The purpose of this 30 minute presentation is to share the 
attempt by Reingold Elementary School staff to sustain that 
enthusiasm and spirit by initiating a weekly staff math 
workshop/club to explore math concepts, use math 
language, and strengthen math skills. Any program 
originating from the EduTron model is not passive.  Be 
prepared to get involved as we discuss our program and 
challenge you to participate! 
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Session X04 Using Content Splashes to Connect and Communicate 

in Math Class 
Cole Porter  6-12 
5:30 ï 6:00   Carol Hynes, Central Office, Leominster 
Oral   
  Abstract 

 Teachers will actively participate in this session as they 
learn how using concept splashes and other graphic 
organizers can help students (as well as adult learners) 
activate and build on their prior math content knowledge.  
 
Various strategies for incorporating the Rule of 4 (Tables, 
Graphs, Equations, and Words) into math class everyday 
will be modeled using examples from the middle school and 
high school algebra and geometry standards.  
 
Participants will be given access to more than 60 graphic 
organizers created by Leominster teachers and summer 
institute participants for use in math class as well as 
directions for creating their own. 

 

Oral Session Y 
 
Session Y01 24 ® Game and Beyond 
Gershwin  1-12 
3:20 ï 3:50   Cindy Haudel-McNeil, Academy Middle School, Fitchburg 
Oral   
  Abstract 

 The 24 ® Game is a unique mathematics teaching tool that 
has evolved over the past 16 years and successfully 
engages students in grades 1 through 9 from diverse 
economic and social backgrounds.   Students start by 
focusing on basic math facts and can progress to higher 
level games that involve fractions, decimals, exponents, and 
algebra.  This half hour presentation will give you an 
overview of many of the card decks available as well as an 
introduction to the Mathematics Club Classroom Kits, 
Tournament Materials, the First In Math® Online 
Mathematics Program, and Classroom Incentives. 

 
 
 

 
 
Session Y02 NCS Math Mentor: An Open-Response Assessment and 

Learning Tool 
Gershwin  4-10 
4:00 ï 4:40   Donna Sorila, Central Office, Fitchburg/Leominster 
Oral   
  Abstract 

 Assessment In The Standards-Based Classroom 
 
Participants Will: 
 
 *Experience solving open-response math problems 
 *Develop skills for examining and assessing levels of 
student work based on a rubric 
 *Become familiar with the NCS Math mentor tool and learn 
how it can be used as a tool for examining and scoring 
student work 

 
 
Session Y03 Can We Reduce Gender Differences in Mathematics 

through a Problem-Based Approach to Instruction? 
Gershwin  K-12 
4:50 ï 5:20   Laura Garofoli, Fitchburg State College, Fitchburg 
Oral   
  Abstract 

 Gender differences on standardized tests of mathematics 
have persisted despite numerous attempts to eradicate 
them.  One theory of these differences identifies a lack of 
strategic flexibility among females that impedes their 
performance on standardized tests of mathematics.  If this is 
the case, perhaps a change in instructional practices from a 
rules-based approach to a problem-solving approach would 
not only yield better outcomes for all students, but also level 
the playing field for female students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




