My Vedic Math Journey
Feels like I’ve been learning math all over again in the last year.  Some steps that have been significant in my journey thus far:   
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/199
I’d never heard of “human calculators” til my son showed me this video.  I ended up reading several of Arthur Benjamin’s books from the library.  Some good stuff there.  

Then I stumbled across an online tutoring company called “glad2teach”.  If you google them in the video category you can watch a handful of their 5 minute mental math lessons.  I loved what I saw and ended up purchasing a package from their website (http://www.glad2teach.com/) -- about 3 hours of these mini lessons for $25.  Mixed bag.  I love the content; their viewer is a bit clunky – no index and you can’t go directly to #16 and start.  

Then I started reading everything I could find under the Vedic Math umbrella.  Bought an ebook from http://www.funwithfigures.com/
which ended up coming with a software package I think I can incorporate into class next year.  One of the big things about vedic math is doing calculations from left to right so that you can begin saying the answer before you’re completely finished calculating.  

I’ve also found some good practice applets at http://mathmojo.com/
This guy seems to have an axe to grind against public education though I’ve found some good content on his site.  
I purchased the software package at http://www.mentalmathmaster.com/
I’ve been using it with my math intervention students this year.  It has 3-5 minute lessons (Mental Math Master) which I show the whole class.  Then the kids practice the concept individually using the Mental Math Samurai software.  
Would love to get the course offered at http://www.brainetics.com/
at some point.  Was researching Mr. Byster when I stumbled across glad2teach.  

In September (2008), I found myself engrossed in Bill Handley’s Speed Mathematics while killing time at Barnes & Nobles Bookstore.  That led me to his website www.speedmathematics.com which provided some practice sheets I used with my intervention students.  His methods helped me understand some of the vedic shortcuts I had first seen on glad2teach videos.

glad2teach now has a new Algebra video series that I purchased.  The format is similar (short self-contained lessons) and the viewer is vastly improved.  You can now go directly to a particular lesson and watch it over and over without hunting for the beginning point.  They also incorporate more of the Vedic history into this package.  My Algebra class has watched a couple of these.
For Christmas 2008, I received Speed Math for Kids by Bill Handley.  I like it a lot.  Also purchased The Cosmic Calculator (A Vedic Mathematics Course for Schools) by Kenneth Williams & Mark Gaskell.  It’s a 5 volume set (3 student books, one answer book, and a teacher’s manual).  I found it on half.com for $40.  

Just today (3/5/09) I received an email talking about the upcoming 125th anniversary of the birthday of the gentleman who originally discovered Vedic Mathematics in the Sanskrit writings of India.  The offer at the following link looks appealing

http://vedicmathsindia.net/click.html?x=a62a&lc=QfOj&mc=3&s=Hn0r5&y=D&
The journey continues . . .  
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